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SECTION 11: RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

11.1 - Purpose 

The Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (Draft SEIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 
2010091006) for the Wasco Center Walmart was circulated for public review and comment beginning 
on May 25, 2011.  On July 13, 2011, additional information that included an amended Notice of 
Availability (NOA); Section 4.2, Air Quality; the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA); and 
the Phase II ESA were distributed.  At that time, the public review period for the Draft SEIR was 
extended to September 2, 2011.   

In accordance with Section 15088 of the State of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines, the City of Wasco, as the lead agency, has evaluated the comments received on the Draft 
SEIR for the Wasco Center Walmart and has prepared written responses to the comments received.   

This Response to Comments section of the Final SEIR is organized as follows: 

• Section 11.1 - Purpose.  Provides an overview of the responses to comments’ purpose in the 
Draft SEIR (above). 

 

• Section 11.2 - List of Commentors.  Provides a list of the agencies, organizations, and 
individuals that commented on the Draft SEIR. 

 

• Section 11.3 - Response to Comments.  Includes a copy of all of the letters and 
correspondence received.  Section 11.3 also provides responses to comments on environmental 
issues describing the disposition of the issues, explaining the EIR analysis, supporting the EIR 
conclusions, and/or providing information or corrections as appropriate.  This section is 
organized with the responses to each comment letter or correspondence following the 
corresponding letter. 

 

• Section 11.4 - Minor Revisions/Errata.  Includes an addendum listing refinements and 
clarifications, which have been incorporated into the Final SEIR.  The revisions are shown with 
using double underline for additional text and double strikeout for deleted text that was 
originally in the Draft SEIR. 

 

11.2 - List of Commentors 

A list of public agencies, organizations, and individuals who provided comments on the Draft 
Subsequent (Draft SEIR) is presented below.  Each comment has been assigned a code.  Individual 
comments within each correspondence have been numbered so comments can be crossed-referenced 
with responses.  The text of the correspondence is reprinted in Section 11.3, Responses to Comments, 
immediately followed by the corresponding response. 
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Table 11-1: List of Commentors 

Code Commentor 
Comment Date or Date 

Received (Rec’d.) 

A. Comments Received From Agencies 
The following are the public agencies that provided comments on the Draft SEIR for the Wasco Center 
Walmart. 

A1 Scott Morgan, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State 
Clearinghouse 

July 14, 2011, 
September 6, 2011 

A2 Jeff Sorensen, California Department of Transportation July 5, 2011 

A3 Arnaud Marjollet, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District July 14, 2011 

A4 Arnaud Marjollet, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District August 31, 2011 

B. Comments Received From Organizations and Interested Persons 
The following are the organizations and interested persons who provided comments on the Draft SEIR 
for the Wasco Center Walmart during the public review period. 

B1 Lily Sanchez  Rec’d. June 13, 2011 

B2 Emily Romo  Rec’d. June 13, 2011 

B3 Arnold Johansen, H.M. Holloway, Inc. June 13, 2011 

B4 Florentina Olvera  Rec’d. June 14, 2011 

B5 Monica Milligan  Rec’d. June 14, 2011 

B6 Gustavo Olvera  Rec’d. June 14, 2011 

B7 Maribel Morfin  Rec’d. June 21, 2011 

B8 Raul Tapia  Rec’d. June 21, 2011 

B9 Elizabeth Tapia  Rec’d. June 21, 2011 

B10 Florentina Olvers  Rec’d. June 21, 2011 

B11 Genif Williams Rec’d. June 21, 2011 

B12 Gricelda Sixtos  No Date 

B13 Artemio Sixtos No Date 

B14 Jessica Ceja  July 14, 2011 

B. Comments Received From Organizations and Interested Persons 
The following are the organizations and interested persons who provided comments on the Draft SEIR 
for the Wasco Center Walmart during the public review period. 

B15 Jesus Ceja  July 14, 2011 

B16 Cynthia Acosta  July 14, 2011 

B17 Lucia Malone No Date 

B18 Desiree Olvera No Date 

B19 Tina Earl No Date 

B20 Liz Castillo No Date 

B21 Maria Vedales No Date 
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Table 11-1 (cont.): List of Commentors 

Code Commentor Comment Date or Date 
Received (Rec’d.) 

B. Comments Received From Organizations and Interested Persons 
The following are the organizations and interested persons who provided comments on the Draft SEIR 
for the Wasco Center Walmart during the public review period. 

B22 Fleeta Restine  June 28, 2011 

B23 Salvador  Rec’d. July 5, 2011 

B24 Ofelia Lopez  Rec’d. July 5, 2011 

B25 Maria Rodriguez  Rec’d. July 5, 2011 

B26 Luis Rodriguez  Rec’d. July 5, 2011 

B27 Christian Rodriguez  Rec’d. July 5, 2011 

B28 Alex Rodriguez  Rec’d. July 5, 2011 

B29 Richard Chapman, Kern Economic Development Corporation June 17, 2011 

B30 Kimberly Aguilar  Rec’d. July 12, 2011 

B31 Rosa Rosas  Rec’d. July 12, 2011 

B32 Miguel Rosas  Rec’d. July 12, 2011 

B33 Carmen Flores  Rec’d. July 12, 2011 

B34 Esmeralda Rosas  Rec’d. July 12, 2011 

B35 Luis Pena  July 22, 2011 

B36 Ricardo Garcia  Rec’d. July 22, 2011 

B37 Christopher Olivares  Rec’d. June 27, 2011 

C. Comments Received During Public Information Meeting on July 14, 2011 
The following are the interested persons who provided comments on the Draft SEIR during the Public 
Information Meeting that was held at the City of Wasco Council Chambers on July 14, 2011. 

C1 Jaime Martinez July 14, 2011 

C2 Sandra DeShields July 14, 2011 

C3 Deseree Olvera July 14, 2011 

C4 Clara Stovall July 14, 2011 

C5 Terri Goertzen July 14, 2011 

C6 Gricelda Ceja July 14, 2011 

C7 Cynthia Acosta July 14, 2011 

C8 Paul Charon July 14, 2011 

C9 Lucia Malone July 14, 2011 

C10 Diana Gerdon July 14, 2011 

C11 Ocie Tyler July 14, 2011 

C12 Debbie Covelle July 14, 2011 
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Table 11-1 (cont.): List of Commentors 

Code Commentor Comment Date or Date 
Received (Rec’d.) 

C. Comments Received During Public Information Meeting on July 14, 2011 
The following are the interested persons who provided comments on the Draft SEIR during the Public 
Information Meeting that was held at the City of Wasco Council Chambers on July 14, 2011. 

C13 Priscilla Navarrete July 14, 2011 

C14 Unknown July 14, 2011 

C15 Jessica Olvera July 14, 2011 

C16 Maria Covarriebias July 14, 2011 

C17 John Pallares July 14, 2011 
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11.3 - Responses to Comments 

In accordance with Section 15088 of the State of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines, the City of Wasco, as the lead agency, has evaluated the comments received on the 
Draft SEIR for the Wasco Center Walmart and has prepared written responses to the comments 
received. 

The comments that have been received on the Draft SEIR have been reproduced in the following 
pages following the same order provided in Section 11.2, List of Commentors. 

11.3.1 - A. - Comments Received From Agencies 
The following are the public agencies that provided comments on the Draft SEIR for the Wasco 
Center Walmart. 
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A1 - Scott Morgan, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, 
July 14, 2011 

Response to Comment A1-1 
This comment acknowledges that the review period for the Wasco Center Walmart was extended to 
September 2, 2011.  No specific comments on the Draft SEIR were provided by the State 
Clearinghouse; therefore, no further response is necessary. 

Response to Comment A1-2 
This comment acknowledges that the Draft SEIR was distributed to selected state agencies for review.  
The state agencies that were sent the Draft SEIR were: Resources Agency; Department of 
Conservation; Department of Fish and Game, Region 4; Department of Parks and Recreation: 
Department of Water Resources; Caltrans, Division of Aeronautics; California Highway Patrol: 
Caltrans, District 6; Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 5 (Fresno); Department of Toxic 
Substances Control; Native American Heritage Commission.  No specific comments on the Draft 
SEIR were provided by the State Clearinghouse; therefore, no further response is necessary.  The 
letter “acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for 
draft environmental documents.” 
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A2 - Jeff Sorensen, California Department of Transportation, July 5, 2011 
Response to Comment A2-1 
This comment requests that the Traffic Impact Study (TIS) include a 95th percentile queue length 
analysis for all traffic approaches and states that the turn lane storage length should exceed the 95th 
percentile queue length requirement. The 95th percentile queue length analysis is provided in the 
revised TIS that was prepared in September 2011 and is provided in Appendix K, 
Transportation/Traffic in this Final SEIR. The storage lengths are requested to allow the intersection 
to operate more efficiently than the storage lengths that currently exist. The change in storage lengths 
further reduce a less than significant impact that would have occurred with the existing storage 
lengths and the improvements recommended in the TIS prepared in April 2011. Following is a 
summary of the findings of the 95th percentile queue length analysis that was  performed and 
included in the revised TIS for both 2013 and 2035.  The turn lane storage lengths were verified to 
ensure that they exceed the 95th queue length. 

In 2013, the existing (or planned, for new/reconstructed turn lanes) storage length will exceed the 
projected 95th percentile queue length in all cases. 

For 2035, the northbound left turn lanes on Palm Avenue and Highway 43S at Highway 46 will need 
to be lengthened in order to exceed the projected queue lengths.  In both locations, restriping the 
roadway (without widening) would be sufficient to meet the 95th percentile queue length 
requirement. 

The southbound left turn lane on Palm Avenue at Highway 46 will need additional length 
(approximately 15 feet) to exceed the projected cumulative queue length.  However, the proposed 
Walmart is not expected to contribute any volumes to the southbound left turn movements at Palm 
Avenue at Highway 46, so the fair share would be 0%.  Therefore, the restriping at that location is not 
shown as an additional mitigation measure or in the fair share calculations.  In addition, the existing 
striped storage area plus the taper will provide enough distance to store the entire projected 95th 
percentile queue in 2035. 

Please see Section 11.4, Minor Revisions/Errata for the modifications in Section 4.9, 
Transportation/Traffic and in Appendix K, Transportation/Traffic of this Final SEIR. 

Response to Comment A2-2 
This comment states that the shared westbound through and right turn lane at the Central Avenue 
intersection is not permitted and that an exclusive right turn lane should be provided. This comment 
identifies an alternative mitigation measure to reduce the potential impact at this intersection. As 
requested, the revised TIS in Appendix G of this Final SEIR includes an exclusive right turn lane for 
the 2013 and 2035 scenarios for westbound traffic at Central Avenue.  The revised TIS includes the 
updated delays and LOS evaluations to reflect the requested change. The requested modification from 
a shared westbound through and right turn lane to an exclusive right turn lane further reduces a 
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potential impact at the Central Avenue intersection. With the implementation of either proposed 
improvement, the impact at the intersection would be less than significant; however, with the 
implementation of an exclusive right turn lane, the impact would be further reduced. The exclusive 
right turn lane improvement was originally scheduled with the development of Phase 1 of the Wasco 
Center; however, it was modified because the impact at the intersection could be reduce to less than 
significant with the shared westbound through and right turn lane.  Due to the request by Caltrans, the 
improvement at the Central Avenue intersection to provide an exclusive right turn lane has been 
included in the revised TIS in Appendix G of this Final SEIR. The revision to the improvement still 
results in all intersections operating adequately and at a less than significant impact after the 
implementation of the improvements.  

Please see Section 11.4, Minor Revisions/Errata for the modifications in Section 4.9, 
Transportation/Traffic and in Appendix K, Transportation/Traffic of this Final SEIR. 

Response to Comment A2-3 
This comment states that instead of assigning permissive phasing, a protective signal phasing should 
be provided for both the eastbound left turn and westbound left turn movements at the Central 
Avenue intersection. This comment identifies an alternative mitigation measure to reduce the 
potential impact at this intersection. As requested, the revised TIS in Appendix G of this Final SEIR 
includes a modification to the signal phasing to provide a protected-only for the eastbound and 
westbound left turns at Central Avenue.  The LOS analysis has been updated in the revised TIS in 
Appendix G of this Final SEIR to reflect the change. The protective signal phasing further reduces a 
less than significant impact at the intersection. 

Please see Section 11.4, Minor Revisions/Errata for the modifications in Appendix K, 
Transportation/Traffic of this Final SEIR. 

Response to Comment A2-4 
This comment states that a right-of-way dedication is required to provide for the ultimate widening of 
State Route (SR) 46.  As stated on page 4.9-26 of the Draft SEIR, SR-46 is proposed to be widened to 
a four-lane divided roadway from Magnolia Avenue to Highway 43 South/F Street.  This 
improvement is estimated to be implemented in or before 2035.  The proposed Walmart site is located 
approximately 350 feet north of SR-46 and the future widening of SR-46 would require right-of-way 
dedication from the parcels south of the proposed Walmart.  These parcels are part of the Wasco 
Center, and the approved Conditions of Approval for the Wasco Center stated, “sufficient street right 
of way and landscape easements shall be provided.” 

Response to Comment A2-5 
This comment states that the project fair share allocation is required to use the worst-case (PM peak 
hour volume) scenario versus using the average of AM and PM peak hour volumes to determine the 
project mitigation responsibility. As requested by Caltrans, the fair share allocation has been updated 
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to use the worst-case scenario to determine the project mitigation responsibility. The revisions to the 
fair share allocation do not affect the level of impact and does not add any additional mitigation 
measures. 

Please see Section 11.4, Minor Revisions/Errata for the modifications in Appendix K, 
Transportation/Traffic, of this Final SEIR. 
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A3 - Arnaud Marjollet, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment A3-1 
This comment noted that the Draft SEIR did not include Section 4.2, Air Quality.  Therefore, the 
District could not assess the potential impacts on air quality.  Subsequently, Section 4.2, Air Quality 
was part of Additional Information, distributed for review for an additional 45 days. 

Response to Comment A3-2 
This District agreed with the conclusion in the Draft SEIR regarding the project being subject to 
District Rule 9510 (Indirect Source Review). 

Response to Comment A3-3 
This comment requested clarification regarding the 33 percent reduction in NOX within Mitigation 
Measure AQ-1a.  As stated in Table 4.2-8 on page 4.2-25 in Section 4.2, Air Quality of the Additional 
Information, the District’s Indirect Source Review Rule requires that the project reduce NOX 

emissions by 33.3 percent over a period of 10 years, which requires that 25 percent of the emissions 
be reduced in the first year.  There is no additional requirement to reduce NOX emissions. 

Response to Comment A3-4 
This comment recommends the use of construction equipment powered by alternative fuels or 
catalysts to reduce construction related PM10 and NOx. Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM 
AQ-1a would reduce PM10 emission levels by 4.43 tons per year and NOx emission levels by 2.69 
tons per year. These reductions would result in total PM10 and NOx emission levels that are less the 
SJVAPCD significance thresholds. To achieve the reductions, the project applicant could include 
construction equipment powered by alternative fuels or catalysts. If not, alternative measures would 
need to be implemented to achieve the necessary emissions reduction. 

Response to Comment A3-5 
This comment states that the proposed project may be subject to Regulation VIII (Fugitive PM10 
Prohibitions), Rule 4102 (Nuisance), Rule 4601 (Architectural Coatings), and Rule 4641 (Cutback, 
Slow Cure, and Emulsified Asphalt, Paving and Maintenance Operations). As the project goes 
through the development process, the applicability of each of the SJVAPCD Rules will need to be 
determined and if they are applicable, the applicant will be required to comply with them. 

This comment also refers to Rule 4002 related to an existing building; however, the project site, does 
not have any existing buildings. 

Response to Comment A3-6 
The comment requests that a copy of the comments be provided to the project proponent.  The 
comments have been forwarded to the project proponent’s representatives and are part of the Final 
SEIR. 



August 31, 2011 

Mark Brodeur 
City of Wasco 
Community Development Department 
764 E. Street 
Wasco, CA 93280 

Project:  Wasco Center Walmart, Wasco, Kern County, California (Draft 
Subsequent Environmental Impact Report)

District CEQA Reference No:  20110274

Dear Mr. Brodeur: 

The San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (District) has reviewed the 
project referenced above consisting of a Walmart that would modify the Precise 
Development Plan adopted for the Wasco Center to allow an increase in the size of one 
of the buildings from 158,000 to 170,000 square feet, located at eight miles west of 
State Route 99 on SR-46 within the incorporated limits of the City of Wasco, CA. The 
District offers the following comments: 

1. Based on information provided to the District, project specific emissions of criteria 
pollutants are not expected to exceed District significance thresholds of 10 tons/year 
NOX, 10 ton/year ROG, and 15 tons/year PM10. Therefore, the District concludes 
that project specific criteria pollutant emissions would have no significant adverse 
impact on air quality. 

2. The District agrees with the determination that the proposed project is subject to 
District Rule 9510 (Indirect Source Review).  Based on information provided, the 
proposed project would equal or exceed 2,000 square feet of commercial space.  

District Rule 9510 is intended to mitigate a project’s impact on air quality through 
project design elements or by payment of applicable off-site mitigation fees.  Any 
applicant subject to District Rule 9510 is required to submit an Air Impact 
Assessment (AIA) application to the District no later than applying for final 
discretionary approval, and to pay any applicable off-site mitigation fees before 
issuance of the first building permit.  If approval of the subject project constitutes the 
last discretionary approval by your agency, the District recommends that 
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demonstration of compliance with District Rule 9510, including payment of all 
applicable fees before issuance of the first building permit, be made a condition of 
project approval.  Information about how to comply with District Rule 9510 can be 
found online at: http://www.valleyair.org/ISR/ISRHome.htm. 

3. The following comments are for the ambient air quality analysis (AAQA) and the 
health risk assessment (HRA). 

a. It was assumed that Walmart trucks would idle only for 3 minutes. This 
assumption should be made an enforceable provision of the land use 
permit. 

b. When a Walmart includes a grocery operation, the store often has a 
diesel-fired emergency generator. No emergency generator was included 
in this analysis. If there will be a generator, its emissions should be 
modeled for the HRA. It need not be modeled for the ambient air quality 
analysis for the one-hour nitrogen dioxide and sulfur dioxide federal 
standards. Its emissions should be modeled for determining compliance 
with annual average standards. The District’s screening tool for 
emergency generators could be used for this additional analysis.  
However, it is anticipated from previous analyses of other developments 
that the impact from the generator’s emissions would not cause the 
District’s significance thresholds to be exceeded. 

c. For the AAQA, additional receptors should be modeled in the vicinity of 
high predicted values to verify that ambient air quality standards or 
significant impact levels will not be exceeded.  An AAQA must determine 
compliance with the standards anywhere ambient air is. Thus, a receptor 
located in a vacant field would be considered ambient air and should have 
a receptor located in it although there may not be any sensitive receptors. 

d. The District modeled a more complete set of receptors using the Ozone 
Limiting Method (OLM) and without the parking lot emissions. The 
maximum predicted impact was 15 ppb. Therefore, it is not anticipated 
that the 1-hour NO2 standard will be exceeded. The other pollutants 
modeled were not predicted to be as close to the standard or the 
Significant Impact Limit as those predicted for the 1-hour NO2 standard. 

Besides the idling assumption for the Walmart trucks, all the assumptions and 
source parameters used are consistent with the District’s recommendations.  
Overall, the AAQA and HRA are sufficient to establish compliance with ambient air 
quality standards and the significance of health impacts from emission of toxic air 
contaminants.  

4. The proposed project may be subject to District Rules and Regulations, including:  
Regulation VIII (Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions), Rule 4102 (Nuisance), Rule 4601 
(Architectural Coatings), and Rule 4641 (Cutback, Slow Cure, and Emulsified 
Asphalt, Paving and Maintenance Operations).  In the event an existing building will 
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be renovated, partially demolished or removed, the project may be subject to District 
Rule 4002 (National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants). The above 
list of rules is neither exhaustive nor exclusive.  To identify other District rules or 
regulations that apply to this project or to obtain information about District permit 
requirements, the applicant is strongly encouraged to contact the District’s Small 
Business Assistance Office at (559) 230-5888.  Current District rules can be found 
online at: www.valleyair.org/rules/1ruleslist.htm. 

5. The District recommends that a copy of the District’s comments be provided to the 
project proponent. 

If you have any questions or require further information, please call Patia Siong at (559) 
230-5930. 

Sincerely, 

David Warner 
Director of Permit Services 

Arnaud Marjollet 
Permit Services Manager 

DW: ps 

Cc:  File 
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A4 - Arnaud Marjollet, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, August 31, 2011 
Response to Comment A4-1 
The District is correct in indicating that criteria pollutant emissions are less than significant after 
mitigation. 

Response to Comment A4-2 
The District provided information regarding the Indirect Source Review (ISR) Rule.  Mitigation 
measure AQ-1a requires compliance with the provision of the rule.  Therefore, the Draft SEIR is 
consistent with the District’s recommendations. 

Response to Comment A4-3 
As identified on page 19 of the project specific Health Risk Assessment, the Walmart related trucks 
would idle for 3 minutes per day in accordance with the anti-idling equipped Walmart truck fleet 
operations.  The delivery trucks associated with all other Wasco Center operations were assumed to 
idle 15 minutes per day at the building loading areas.  The District suggests that the 3 minutes per trip 
idling assumption should be made an enforceable provision of the land use permit.  Since the 3 
minutes idling is part of the project design feature, the City of Wasco can include it as a condition of 
approval. 

Response to Comment A4-4 
There would not be a permanent generator located onsite.  A generator may be delivered to the site as 
needed in an emergency.  Therefore, emissions from the emergency generator are not included, as 
there would be no emissions from maintenance or testing. 

Response to Comment A4-5 
The Health Risk Assessment and the SEIR showed the maximum concentrations and impacts.  The 
District repeated the dispersion modeling with additional receptors and concluded that the 1-hour 
nitrogen dioxide standard would not be exceeded.  The significance findings in the SEIR are 
unchanged. 

Response to Comment A4-6 
Please see Response to Comment A4-5 regarding the Health Risk Assessment and the potential 
impacts on receptors. 

Response to Comment A4-7 
The District identifies a number of rules that may be applicable to the project.  A number of those 
rules are identified on page 4.2-14 of the Final SEIR.  The project would comply with all applicable 
rules. 

Response to Comment A4-8 
The District requests that its letter be provided to the project proponent and it has been. 
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B. Comments Received From Organizations and Interested Persons 

The following are the organizations and interested persons who provided comments on the Draft 
SEIR for the Wasco Center Walmart during the public review period. 
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B1 - Lily Sanchez, Rec’d. June 13, 2011 
Response to Comment B1-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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B2 - Emily Romo, Rec’d. June 13, 2011 
Response to Comment B2-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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B3 - Arnold Johansen, H.M. Holloway, Inc., June 13, 2011 
Response to Comment B3-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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B4 - Florentina Olvera, Rec’d. June 14, 2011 
Response to Comment B4-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B5 - Monica Milligan, Rec’d. June 14, 2011 
Response to Comment B5-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-36 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B6 - Gustavo Olvera, Rec’d. June 14, 2011 
Response to Comment B6-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-38 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B7 - Maribel Morfin, Rec’d. June 21, 2011 
Response to Comment B7-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart and states that project will 
reduce air pollution.  No specific comments on the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further 
response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-40 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B8 - Raul Tapia, Rec’d. June 21, 2011 
Response to Comment B8-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-42 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B9 - Elizabeth Tapia, Rec’d. June 21, 2011 
Response to Comment B9-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-44 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B10 - Florentina Olvers, Rec’d. June 21, 2011 
Response to Comment B10-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-46 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B11 - Genif Williams, Rec’d. June 21, 2011 
Response to Comment B11-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-48 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B12 - Gricelda Sixtos, Date 
Response to Comment B12-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR wee provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-50 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B13 - Artemio Sixtos, No Date 
Response to Comment B13-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 

 

 



Letter B14
Page 1 of 1

B14-1



City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-52 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B14 - Jessica Ceja, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment B14-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-54 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B15 - Jesus Ceja, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment B15-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-56 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B16 - Cynthia Acosta, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment B16-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 

 

 



Letter B17
Page 1 of 1

B17-1



City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-58 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B17 - Lucia Malone, No Date 
Response to Comment B17-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-60 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B18 - Desiree Olvera, No Date 
Response to Comment B18-1 and B18-2 
These comments express support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-62 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B19 - Tina Earl, No Date 
Response to Comment B19-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-64 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B20 - Liz Castillo, No Date 
Response to Comment B20-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-66 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B21 - Maria Vedales, No Date 
Response to Comment B21-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-68 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B22 - Fleeta Restine, June 28, 2011 
Response to Comment B22-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-70 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B23 - Salvador, Rec’d. July 5, 2011 
Response to Comment B23-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart and states that urban decay, 
traffic, air pollution, and noise will be prevented.  No specific comments on the Draft SEIR were 
provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-72 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B24 - Ofelia Lopez, Rec’d. July 5, 2011 
Response to Comment B24-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-74 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B25 - Maria Rodriguez, Rec’d. July 5, 2011 
Response to Comment B25-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-76 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B26 - Luis Rodriguez, Rec’d. July 5, 2011 
Response to Comment B26-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-78 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B27 - Christian Rodriguez, Rec’d. July 5, 2011 
Response to Comment B27-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-80 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B28 - Alex Rodriguez, Rec’d. July 5, 2011 
Response to Comment B28-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-82 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B29 - Richard Chapman, Kern Economic Development Corporation, June 17, 2011 
Response to Comment B29-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-84 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B30 - Kimberly Aguilar, Rec’d. July 12, 2011 
Response to Comment B30-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-86 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B31 - Rosa Rosas, Rec’d. July 12, 2011 
Response to Comment B31-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-88 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B32 - Miguel Rosas, Rec’d. July 12, 2011 
Response to Comment B32-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-90 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B33 - Carmen Flores, Rec’d. July 12, 2011 
Response to Comment B33-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart, and the comment 
accurately identifies a couple of the environmental sustainable features listed on page 2-17 of the 
Draft SEIR (i.e., water fixtures and LED lighting).  No other specific comments on the Draft SEIR 
were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-92 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B34 - Esmeralda Rosas, Rec’d. July 12, 2011 
Response to Comment B34-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-94 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B35 - Luis Pena, July 22, 2011 
Response to Comment B35-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-96 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B36 - Ricardo Garcia, Rec’d. July 22, 2011 
Response to Comment B36-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-98 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

B37 - Christopher Olivares, Rec’d. June 27, 2011 
Response to Comment B37-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart, and accurately states that 
the unavoidable impacts (i.e., traffic) are based on conservative approaches to the evaluation.  No 
other specific comments on the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is 
necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-99 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C. Comments Received During Public Information Meeting on July 14, 2011 
The following are the interested persons who provided comments on the Draft SEIR during the Public 
Information Meeting that was held at the City of Wasco Council Chambers on July 14, 2011. 
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 To whom it may concern: 
We are writing to let you know that the Wal-Mart that it’s going to be built in Wasco, it’s 
going to be a much needed help for the residents of Wasco.   

1. Its going to save us on the Gasoline.
2. One will save time and money 
3. The Wal-Mart offers lots of lower prices on almost all of there products, also 

mach the prices of the products that are sold on other stores. 

Sincerely,
Jaime Martinez 

Thank you
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C1-1
(translation)



City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-103 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C1 - Jaime Martinez, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C1-1 
This comment states that the proposed Walmart will help the residents of the City of Wasco by saving 
them on gasoline, time, and money.  No other specific comments on the Draft SEIR were provided; 
therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-105 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C2 - Sandra DeShields, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C2-1 
This comment raises a concern regarding the possibility of the proposed Walmart to cause financial 
hardships for those who work at K-Mart.  However, the commentor supports the proposed Walmart.  
No other specific comments on the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is 
necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-107 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C3 - Deseree Olvera, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C3-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 

 

 



Letter C4
Page 1 of 1

C4-1



City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-109 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C4 - Clara Stovall, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C4-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-111 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C5 - Terri Goertzen, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C5-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-113 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C6 - Gricelda Ceja, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C6-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-115 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C7 - Cynthia Acosta, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C7-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-117 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C8 - Paul Charon, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C8-1 
This comment requests receipt of all notices related to the proposed Walmart.  Each person who 
provided comments will receive the notice of the public hearing for the proposed Walmart.  No 
other specific comments on the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is 
necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-119 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C9 - Lucia Malone, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C9-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  This comment inquired 
whether the proposed Walmart would include a fast-food restaurant.  Based on the characteristics of 
the proposed Walmart as described in Section 2.2.2 (Project Description) of the Draft SEIR, the 
proposed Walmart would not have a fast-food restaurant.  However, various fast-food restaurants are 
part of the approved, but not yet constructed, Wasco Center.  No other specific comments on the 
Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-121 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C10 - Diana Gerdon, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C10-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No other specific 
comments on the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-123 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C11 - Ocie Tyler, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C11-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-125 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C12 - Debbie Covelle, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C12-1 
This comment states that the proponed Walmart World have better jobs and it would be close so that 
residents would not need to travel to the Bakersfield Walmart.  No other specific comments on the 
Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-127 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C13 - Priscilla Navarrete, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C13-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 

 

 



Letter C14
Page 1 of 1

C14-1



City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-129 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C14 - Unknown, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C14-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-131 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C15 - Jessica Olvera, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C15-1 
This comment expresses support for the proposed Wasco Center Walmart.  No specific comments on 
the Draft SEIR were provided; therefore, no further response is necessary. 

 

 



Comment Card Back: 
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City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-133 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

C16 - Maria Covarriebias, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C16-1 
This comment expresses concern regarding the environment because there would be more trash and 
traffic.   

The proposed Walmart will increase the number of people and motorists on the project site as well as 
the surrounding street system.  As stated in Section 4.9, Transportation/Traffic, in the Draft SEIR, 
traffic volumes in the project vicinity will increase substantially; therefore, various improvements to 
intersections and roadway segments are required.  The proposed Walmart will increase the amount of 
trash generated at the project site.  As discussed in the Notice of Preparation, in Appendix A of the 
Draft SEIR, the City provides solid waste collection services for all solid waste generation sources 
within its corporate limits.  The Shafter-Wasco Landfill is currently permitted to accept 
approximately 888 tons of waste per day and has an estimated closure date of January 2027.  The 
implementation of the proposed Walmart would not significantly affect the landfill capacity at the 
Shafter-Wasco Landfill. 

The comment also addresses the quality of the products at the proposed Walmart, but the quality of 
the products is not considered an environmental concern.  Lastly, the comment asks how many of the 
projected 300 permanent job positions would be for Wasco residents.  At this time, it is unknown who 
the future employees of the proposed Walmart will be. 
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C17 - John Pallares, July 14, 2011 
Response to Comment C17-1 
This comment states that the project will cause the loss of the current small town feel; this is an 
opinion and does not comment on the contents of the Draft SEIR.  No further response is necessary. 

Response to Comment C17-2 
This comment states that the approximately 300 permanent employment positions at the proposed 
Walmart will result in 300 jobs lost at Kmart, Savemart, and local businesses.   

According to the Urban Decay evaluation in Section 4.10 in the Draft SEIR, the development of the 
proposed Walmart could potentially cause one of the existing supermarkets in the trade area to close; 
however, this conclusion is acknowledged as a worst-case estimate.  The number of jobs lost due to 
this potential closure is not known, but according to the Urban Decay analysis, the retail demand 
analysis indicates that there would be more than sufficient market demand to support a retail use of a 
potentially vacant supermarket in the trade area.  For the other project components within the 
Walmart such as (1) the General Merchandise, Apparel, Furniture/Appliances and Other/Specialty 
(GAFO) and Building Materials, and (2) tire and lube facility, the projected market within the trade 
area would not force stores with these services to close within the trade area. 

Response to Comment C17-3 
This comment states that the proposed Walmart would be a stopping point for transient travelers and 
panhandlers.  As identified on page 2-23 of the Draft SEIR, security measures similar to those 
employed at other Walmart stores would be implemented as part of the proposed project.  One 
security measure includes routine patrols of the parking areas to assist customers, ensure safety, and 
take action to identify and prevent any suspicious activity. 

Response to Comment C17-4 
This comment states that there would be illegal venders selling in the parking lot.  As stated above, 
routine patrols of the parking areas to assist customers, ensure safety, and take action to identify and 
prevent any suspicious activity such as illegal venders would be provided. 

Response to Comment C17-5 
This comment states that the project could result in a run down Walmart similar to the East Hills 
Walmart and the abandoned Walmart on White Lane in the City of Bakersfield.   

As described in Section 4.10, Urban Decay, of the Draft SEIR, the implementation of the proposed 
Walmart would not likely result in urban decay because there is sufficient residual demand to support 
the re-use of any vacated space with other (non-grocery) retail tenants. 

Response to Comment C17-6 
This comment asks whether there will be a stop light at the Highway 46 and Central Avenue 
intersection.   
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As identified on page 4.9-26 in Section 4.9, Transportation/Traffic, a traffic signal is proposed at the 
Highway 46 and Central Avenue intersection.  This improvement is estimated to be implemented in 
or before 2013, the year of occupancy for the proposed Walmart. 

Response to Comment C17-7 
This comment asks if there will be a westbound on/off lane for slow trucks on foggy days at the 
Highway 46/Central Avenue intersection.  The traffic report in Appendix K of the Draft SEIR 
identified a need for a shared right and through lane at the westbound approach to the Highway 
46/Central Avenue intersection to reduce potential significant operational impacts at the intersection.  
As requested by Caltrans and modified in Response to Comment A2-2, the westbound approach to 
this intersection will include an exclusive right turn lane to provide an alternative solution to reduce 
the potential significant operational impact at this intersection to less than significant. 
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11.4 - Minor Revisions/Errata 

The following are minor revisions to the Draft SEIR for the Wasco Center Walmart.  These revisions 
are minor modifications and clarifications to the Draft SEIR that do not change the significance of 
any of the environmental findings within the Draft SEIR.  The revisions are listed by page number, 
section and/or appendix of the Final SEIR. 

11.4.1 - Revisions to the Draft SEIR 
Following are revisions to Draft SEIR based on comments received during the public review period 
and/or minor typographical errors and clarifications identified during the public review process.  
Words which have been double stricken are considered removed, while double underlined words are 
considered added.  All revisions have been incorporated into the text of the Final SEIR.  The revisions 
are listed by page number, section, and/or appendix of the Final SEIR.   

Preface 

The Preface is added to the Final SEIR to provide an overview of the contents of the Final SEIR. 

Executive Summary 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references as well as revisions 
to ensure consistency with the remaining sections of the SEIR. 

Table ES-1 

A few mitigation measures are added to further reduce potential significant transportation/traffic 
impacts.  The new mitigation measures also included alterative measures to reduce potential impacts 
associated with the project. 

Section 1, Introduction 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references. 

Section 2, Project Description 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references and minor 
typographical errors. 

Section 3, Environmental Setting 

This section is revised due to minor typographic errors. 

Section 4, Project and Cumulative Impacts 

This section is revised to reference the transportation/traffic issue as not being reduced to less than 
significant. 
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Section 4.1, Aesthetics 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references. 

Section 4.2, Air Quality 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references, correct a minor 
typographical error, and include a reference to Table 4.2-11. 

Section 4.3, Biological Resources 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references. 

Section 4.4, Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

This section is revised to convert a Draft SEIR reference to a Final SEIR reference. 

Section 4.5, Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references and correct minor 
typographical errors. 

Section 4.6, Hydrology and Water Quality 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references. 

Section 4.7, Noise 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references and include a few 
correct table references. 

Section 4.8, Public Services 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references. 

Section 4.9, Transportation/Traffic 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references and provide a 
revision to the date of the new Traffic Impact Study. 

Page 4.9-26 
The following is added as the second bullet at the top of the page. 

• Westbound right turn lane 
This improvement was scheduled with the development of Phase 1 of the Wasco 
Center. 

 
Page 4.9-28 
The following improvement is added as the second bullet under Palm Avenue, under the New 
Improvements that are not Identified for the Wasco Center.  The following improvement would 
further reduce a less than significant impact after implementing the minor timing changes. 
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• Increase northbound left turn lane storage (striping) from 115 feet to 200 feet. 
 
Page 4.9-28 
The following improvement is added as the second bullet under Highway 43 South, under the New 
Improvements that are not Identified for the Wasco Center. The following improvement would 
further reduce a less than significant impact after implementing the minor timing changes. 

• Increase northbound left turn lane storage (striping) from 155 feet to 200 feet. 
 
Section 5, Alternatives to the Proposed Project 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references. 

Section 6, Other CEQA Considerations 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references. 

Section 7, Effects Found Not To Be Significant 

This section is revised to convert Draft SEIR references to Final SEIR references. 

Section 11, Response to Comments 

This section is new.  It includes responses to comments provided during the public review period of 
the Draft SEIR. 

Appendix K: Transportation/Traffic (Traffic Impact Study Prepared September 2011) 
Appendix K, Page 7, Table i 
The following is added to Central Avenue under the 2013 Cumulative + Project Scenario: 

WB right turn lane 

Appendix K, Page 7, Table i 
The following is added to Palm Avenue under the 2035 Cumulative Scenario: 

Increase NB left turn lane storage (striping) 

Appendix K, Page 7, Table i 
The following is added to Highway 43S under the 2035 Cumulative Scenario: 

Increase NB left turn lane storage (striping) 

Appendix K, Page 41, first paragraph 
The first paragraph on Page 41 is modified as follows: 

Strip the Highway 46 westbound through lane at Central Avenue as a shared through-right 
turn lane.  A westbound right turn lane on Highway 46 at Central Avenue.   
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Appendix K, Page 41/42 
The LOS and delay values are modified in response to the Caltrans request to provide a westbound 
right turn lane and protected only eastbound and westbound left turn phasing.  The intersection level 
of service remained unchanged at LOS B in the AM and LOS C in the PM. 

Table 8. 2013 LOS – Cumulative Conditions plus Project with Mitigation 

 

4.3.4. Queues 

The 95th percentile queues with the project and improvements in 2013 were evaluated using 
Synchro, and the results are shown in Table 9.  The 95th percentile queues are those which 
are exceeded in only 5% of the peak hour. Note that the queues are only shown for the 
intersections which have exclusive turn lanes on Highway 46.  The queues at the Walmart 
driveways on Highway 46 and Central Avenue are expected to be less than 20 feet at all 
locations.  The recommended storage lengths for the turn lanes are discussed in Section 5.4.4.  
Note, however, that the recommended storage lengths will also serve the 95th percentile 
queues in 2013. 

Table 9.  2013 95th Percentile Queues 
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Appendix K, Page43, Table 10 
The following is added to Central Avenue under the 2013 Cumulative Plus Project Scenario: 

WB right turn lane 

Appendix K, Page 58, Table 15 
The LOS and delay for the turning movements at Highway 46 and Central Avenue are modified; 
however, the intersection level of service remains at better than LOS D. 

Table 15.  2035 LOS – Cumulative Conditions plus Project with Mitigation 

 

Appendix K, Page 58 
A new subsection 5.4.4 Queues is added. 

As in the 2013 analysis, the 95th percentile queues with the project in 2035 were evaluated 
using Synchro, and the results are shown in Table 16.  Again, the queues are only shown for 



City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-142 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

the intersections with exclusive turn lanes along Highway 46.  The queues at the Walmart 
driveways on Highway 46 and Central Avenue are expected to be 25 feet or less. 

Table 16.  2035 95th Percentile Queues 

 

As seen in the table, a majority of the queues will be less than 100 feet in 2035.  Caltrans 
requires a minimum storage length of 50 to 90 feet, depending on the percentage of truck 
traffic12.  In all cases, the turn lane storage length should exceed the projected 95th percentile 
queue length.  For those locations where the projected queue is less than 100 feet, a minimum 
storage length of 150 feet is recommended (per the Wasco Center report). 

On Palm Avenue and on Highway 43S approaching Highway 46, the northbound left turn 
lane storages will need to be increased in order to serve the 95th percentile queue.  At both 
locations, the northbound approach (south leg) should be restriped to provide 200 feet of 
storage for the northbound left turns.  In addition, the southbound left turn lane on Palm 
Avenue will need approximately 15 feet of additional storage in order to exceed the projected 
queue length, but this is unrelated to the Walmart project, since Walmart is not expected to 
contribute any traffic to that movement.  The taper will likely provide enough storage length 
to accommodate the queue 

Appendix K, Page 60 
The fourth and fifth sentences in the second paragraph are modified as follows: 

Further, all most but one of the required improvements was were called out as required for 
the Wasco Center.  The only new mitigation measures due to the Walmart is are the 
restriction of northbound left turns from Poplar Avenue. and the increased storage lengths for 
the northbound left turn lanes on Palm Avenue and Highway 43S. 



City of Wasco - Wasco Center Walmart 
Final Subsequent EIR Response to Comments 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 11-143 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2619\26190011\EIR\6 - Final SEIR\26190011 Sec11-00 FEIR-RTC.doc 

Appendix K, Page 60, Table 17 
The following is changed in Central Avenue under the 2035 Cumulative Scenario: 

Two WB through lanes (including shared thru-right) 

Appendix K, Page 60, Table 17 
The following is added to Palm Avenue under the 2035 Cumulative Scenario: 

Increase NB left turn lane storage (striping) 

Appendix K, Page 60, Table 17 
The following is added to Highway 43S under the 2035 Cumulative Scenario: 

Increase NB left turn lane storage (striping) 

Appendix K, Page 61, Table 18 
The following is changed in Central Avenue under 2013 Cumulative + Project – With Mitigation: 

AM Delay – 16.0 19.2, PM Delay 22.7 26.5 

Appendix K, Page 61, Table 18 
The following is added to Central Avenue under Proposed Mitigation Measures: 

WB right turn lane 

Appendix K, Page 62 
The fourth and fifth sentences in the first paragraph are changed as follows: 

It is recommended that the intersection be signalized, and that an eastbound left turn lane and 
a westbound right turn lane be added.  Further, the northbound right turn lane should be 
striped as a shared through-right lane, and the westbound through lane should be striped as a 
shared through-right turn lane. 

Appendix K, Page 64 
The last paragraph is changed as follows: 

Note that all but one most of the mitigation measures was were identified in the study for the 
Wasco Center.  The only additional measures that will be triggered by the Walmart is are the 
prohibition of northbound left turns at Poplar Avenue and the increased turn lane storage for 
northbound left turns on Palm Avenue and Highway 43S at Highway 46.  Once the mitigation 
measures shown in the table are constructed, the LOS for each of the intersections is 
improved to LOS D or better, as shown. 
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Appendix K, Page 65, Table 20 
The following is changed in Central Avenue under 2035 Cumulative + Project – With Mitigation: 

AM Delay – 9.2 14.9, PM Delay 19.6 30.6 

Appendix K, Page 65, Table 20 
The following is changed in Central Avenue under Proposed Mitigation Measures: 

Two WB through lanes (including shared thru-right) 

Appendix K, Page 65, Table 20 
The following is changed in Palm Avenue under 2035 Cumulative + Project – With Mitigation: 

PM Delay 34.8 40.9, LOS C D 

Appendix K, Page 65, Table 20 
The following is added to Palm Avenue under Proposed Mitigation Measures: 

Increase NB left turn lane storage (striping) 

Appendix K, Page 65, Table 20 
The following is changed in F Street/Highway 43S under 2035 Cumulative + Project – With 
Mitigation: 

PM Delay 37.8 36.3 

Appendix K, Page 65, Table 20 
The following is added to F Street/Highway 43S under Proposed Mitigation Measures: 

Increase NB left turn lane storage (striping) 

Appendix K, Page 67 
The following is changed in the fourth, fifth, and sixth sentences of the third paragraph 

Note that all but one most of the mitigation measures were previously identified as needed for 
the Wasco Center.  The only new mitigation measures is are the prohibition of northbound 
left turns at Popular Avenue and striping changes on Palm Avenue and Highway 43S to 
increase the turn storage length for northbound left turns at both locations.  Note that 
although a short distance of additional storage may be needed to serve the southbound left 
turn queue on Palm Avenue, it will not be included with this project because the Walmart is 
not expected to contribute any volume to that movement.  The owners of the Walmart are 
responsible for contributing the project’s fair share to the implementation of all of the 
proposed mitigation measures. 
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Appendix K, Page 68, Table 22 
The following is added to Central Avenue under 2013 Cumulative + Project: 

WB right turn lane 

Appendix K, Page 68, Table 22 
The following is added to Palm Avenue under 2035 Cumulative: 

Increase NB left turn lane storage (striping) 

Appendix K, Page 68, Table 22 
The following is added to Highway 43S under 2035 Cumulative: 

Increase NB left turn lane storage (striping) 

Appendix K, Page 69 
The following is added to the first paragraph, as an additional bullet: 

Construct a westbound right turn lane 

Appendix K, Page 71, Table 23 
The following is changed in Palm/Hwy 46 under Fair Share %: 

PM 22 24% 

Appendix K, Page 71, Table 23 
The following is changed in Palm/Hwy 46 under Fair Share Total %: 

24 20 

Appendix K, Page 71, Table 23 
The following is added to the end of the table: 

Table 23 Equitable Share Calculations – Intersection Improvements 
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Appendix K, Page 71, Table 24 
The following fair share percentages are revised for the roadway improvements: 

 
Fair Share 

Total % 

Fair Share 
% for 

Segment 
Central Avenue 
Margalo to Hwy 46 46 54 % 46 54 % 

Hwy 46 Widening 
Magnolia – Central (EB) 8% 

Hwy 46 Widening 
Magnolia – Central (WB) 10 16 % 

9 16 % 

Hwy 46 Widening 
Central – Palm (EB) 17 22 % 

Hwy 46 Widening 
Central – Palm (WB) 24 30 % 

21 30 % 

Hwy 46 Widening 
Palm – Griffith (EB) 12 15 % 

Hwy 46 Widening 
Palm – Griffith (EB) 14 17 % 

13 17 % 

Hwy 46 Widening 
Griffith – Hwy 43S (EB) 11 15 % 

Hwy 46 Widening 
Griffith – Hwy 43S (WB) 11 13 % 

11 15 % 

 

Appendix K, Page 72, References 
The following is added: 

12 Highway Design Manual.  California Department of Transportation, July 2009. 

 

 

 

 




